
  

  

Sun 3 10:00 am All Saints Sunday with Holy Communion 

Mon 4 4:45 -5:45 pm Parish Hall rental 

Tues 5 8:30 am Morning prayer 
4:30-5:30 pm Parish Hall rental 
6-9 pm Parish Hall rental 
7:00 - 8:30 pm Conference room 

Wed 6 8:30 am Morning prayer 
7-10 pm Classroom rental 

Thurs 7 8:30 am Morning prayer 
6 pm Bible Study 
7-9 pm Choir rehearsal 

Fri 8  

Sat 9  

Sun 10 10:00 am Service of the Word 

THIS WEEK AT ASCENSION 

We remember two families from our faith community today and in the coming week:  

•  Martin & Marilyn Molzan 

•  Jennie Monson  
 

From the Anglican (ACC) and Lutheran (ELCIC) Cycle of Prayer: 
 

 
ELCIC The president, faculty, students, and staff of Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
 Saskatoon   

ACC Bishop Larry Robertson, clergy, and people of the Diocese of Yukon  

For:       

• Bishop Susan Johnson, National Bishop of the ELCIC, and for the National Church 
staff 

• Rev. Matt Lyseng Dean, and the West Central Area Leadership Team, Rostered 
Ministers and people  

• our Lutheran Campus Ministries in Canada and especially for Rev. Craig Wentland, 
Chaplain at University of Alberta, Augustana Campus  

• all being called by God into ordained ministry  

•  Vang Lutheran, Wetaskawin, and Trinity Lutheran, Whitehorse  

•  the Synod’s ‘En Mision con El Salvador/In Mission with El Salvador’ ministry and 
its staff, Rev. Dr. Brian Rude 

• all in our church who work for ecumenical cooperation, seeking the unity of the 
church 

• the bishops, priests, and people of the Church of Norwaythe Right Rev. Mark   
MacDonald, National Indigenous Bishop of the Anglican Church in Canada  

• The Right Rev. Larry Robertson, Anglican Bishop of the Yukon, and for the staff, 
priests, and people of the Anglican Diocese of the Yukon  

• the Canadian Council of Churches, its President, and its General Secretary 



  

  

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Don Steinbring  November 9 

   

 

Follow us on twitter! As part of morning prayer, we are tweet-
ing the entire Bible: 1 chapter a day, 4 days a week, 140 charac-

ters or less. Watch for our tweets in upcoming weeks! @bgroote 
#AscensionYEG #BibleTweets  
 
#BibleTweets - Week 43 
Zech 1: Zech urges people to repent. In visions he sees horsemen bringing 
peace to Isr, and smiths destroying Isr's enemies  
Zech 2,3: God restores Jerusalem after exile, renews and forgives the peo-
ple. 
 
Need more context for the day’s #BibleTweets? The corresponding chap-
ter of the Bible holds the answers - check it out! 

GIVING IN ABUNDANCE 
In anticipation of celebrating Thanksgiving and the fall harvest, the   Social 
Justice Committee invites you to sign up to bring donations of food and 
money to be used for the December 3rd meal at Trinity Lutheran, hosted 
by Ascension. You are asked to bring rotini pasta, cans of crushed tomatoes 
or diced tomatoes, and coffee grounds. Envelopes are also placed near the 
sign-up sheets in the Place of Welcome for monetary donations to purchase 
additional foods. A meal of pasta and meat sauce as well as salad and     
dessert will be prepared by Ascension volunteers.   
 
Because we have been made aware of additional food safety regulations, we 
will have to change the way food is prepared for this meal, so some of the 
food will have to be purchased rather than the homemade soups and baked 
goods we have provided in the past. If you prefer to donate money to help 
with the cost of hamburger and additional foods, use your regular offering 
envelope or pick up one on the narthex table. Cheques may be written to 
Ascension, designating “Trinity meal” on the        envelope.  Sign-up sheets 
for volunteer helpers for the December meal will be posted this month. 
Thank you for sharing abundantly! 

Ascensionians Around the World 
On Sunday, November 17th after the service Christiane Cork and her 
family will share slides and stories of their trip to eastern Canada this  
summer.   

A Memorial Service for Richard Kiel will take place Tuesday,          
November 12th at 2:00 pm. here at Ascension. 

Pastor Barbara will be away in Whitehorse from November 13th - 
November 18th. 



  

  

OCTOBER COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

• The deadline for the Lingle Endowment Fund application is October 
31st. Please submit your completed application to Pastor Barbara, or 
any council member. 

• The Ascension Alternatives Committee and Council will be meeting on 
October 26th from 10 am-Noon. 

• New Council Members: 
 Please consider serving on Council next year. According to our new 
 constitution, a term on council has been changed from three years 
 to two years. The nomination committee is currently accepting 
 nominations for four candidates, and the election will be held at 
 our AGM on February 16th, 2020.  

 Please contact any Council member for more information. 

BISHOP’S MESSAGE - NOVEMBER 2019 

Dear Beloved of God –  
Our Synod seeks to live out of four Mission Priorities reviewed and approved at 
our 2019 Synod Convention. One of these Mission Priorities is Collaborative    
Partnerships. Here, we say in part that, “Listening to the Spirit’s leadership we 
are intentional in developing deeper relationships, sharing of resources, and 
partnership ministries within Areas of the Synod.”  
Together, in the Synod of Alberta and the Territories and across the ELCIC, we 
are experiencing several common realities: increased congregational vacancies, 
decreased congregational finances and participation, fewer pastoral graduates, 
to name a few. In the mist of these realities we continue to journey together 
seeking to discern God’s work in our communities and to join God in God’s mis-
sion.  
With our Collaborative Partnerships Mission Priority in mind, as well as our cur-
rent context, I invited 28 congregations, and lay and rostered leaders, to gather 
in three regions of the West and East Central Areas of our Synod in early Octo-
ber for a Collaborative Partnership Gathering. 23 out of 28 congregations were 
represented at the three regional gatherings.  
October 1 – Bethel Lutheran, Camrose – over 60 participants representing 12 
congregations  
October 2 – Peace Lutheran, Leduc – over 30 participants representing 6       
congregations  
October 7 – Peace Lutheran, Innisfail – 53 participants representing 5           
congregations  

THANK YOU FOR A GREAT 2019 PLANTING SEASON! 

For the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation our church took part in  
‘Root for Trees”. Here is an update. 
Earlier this month, the Root for Trees team facilitated the final Guided   
Planting of 2019.  
We extend our sincerest thanks to the 5000 volunteers who helped plant over 
37,000 trees, shrubs and wildflowers throughout our beautiful city! Without 
your combined efforts, we would not be able to achieve our goal of doubling 
Edmonton’s urban canopy over a 10 year span.  
A VERY BIG thank you to all of our volunteers for making 2019 a success. 



  

  

I am grateful for the presence of God’s Spirit among us and guiding us as we 
gathered. And, I am grateful for the participation of so many.  
The goal of the evening was to kindle conversation and extend a call to further 
conversations and collaboration. The goal was to frame and reframe how we see 
ourselves: where are we at? what is our current reality? The goal of the evening 
was to engage in conversation sharing where God is at work, and where God is 
calling us to. The goal was to spark conversation about what journeying forward 
together might look like. The goal was to begin conversation and to continue 
these conversations at the upcoming Area Gatherings.   
During each Gathering time was spent in prayer and in Dwelling in the Word  
considering John 21:1-14. What stands out for you in the text? a word? a phrase? 
What questions do you have of the text? Considering the gathering and current 
realities what might the Spirit of God be saying to us tonight?  
Following the Collaborative Partnership Gathering at Peace Lutheran, Innisfail, 
Vivian Holtby, a member at Grace Lutheran, Wetaskiwin and a member of the 
West Central Area Leadership Team forwarded this reflection on John 21:1-14 to 
me. I share Vivian’s reflection with her permission. 
 
Lord, I'm so tired and I'm so weary, but I must go on you say. So much loneliness, 
so much toil, so little fruit (fish)(people)(believers), so little hope! I came to fish 
in this night, for that is when fishing is good. The moon shines on the water on 
the left side of the boat so I cast there. The fish make themselves known as the 
light sparkles on their scales. But tonight, there is no moon, so I/we don't see 
them. The light is not with us, the Light is not in us, not in me, not in Peter! It's 
not in the fish, the people.  
You're watching us, waiting, seeing, knowing. You say, how do I bring you back 
to me?  
So, you greet, you speak. You offer us insight, an idea, a way in, a way out, a 
way forward, a way to success, hope.  
What is that hope- to feed and to be fed? To have strength and hope? To have 
friends travel the road with you? To have a purpose? To have You!  
 
Ah, try something different today, tomorrow, tonight! Look on the untrod path, 
look to the least likely, look to the unknown, look inward, look outward, ……., 
look on the other side of the boat!  
I looked elsewhere Lord, right close by, on the other side of the boat, fence, 
road, street, city, world. In my neighbour’s yard!  
I found 153, more or less, and I thought- what do I do now?  
 
So, I brought them to breakfast with me! You were there waiting with your few. 
We sat in that place, there in the beach and we- those already there and those 
brought by me/us- breakfasted together. I'm no longer tired, weary, lonely as I 
found a fisherman’s net full of believers, just on the other side of the boat! 
Thank you, Lord, for leading me where I needed to go- out there in untried wa-
ter, so to speak, so that I might find you and your people where you wanted me 
to find You and them!  
    Try the other side of the boat! 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, +Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  


